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Street,
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8th, 1916

" I am going to continue to work in the little post to
which you so kindly appointed me in 1915. Mr. George
has expressed the wish that I and others should carry on.

" You are my Party Leader, and I believe and hope
that we shall have the honour of again serving under
your supreme command. I feel rather like Judas Iscariot
must have done."

Two days after this we went to Walmer Castle, where
my husband was taken ill, and he never returned to
Downing Street.

While watching the ships out of the windows at
Walmer Castle on the evening of the I2th of December, a
servant told me that I was wanted on the telephone to
speak to someone at the War Office. I took up the
receiver and listened to the following:

" Take a pencil, and write this for our dear Prime

Minister:   * Germany together with her Allies conscious

of her responsibility before God, their own nation and

Walmer       humanity, have proposed this morning to the hostile

Castle,         Powers peace negotiations/ "

December         I recognised the voice of our friend, Evelyn Fitzgerald.

i2th, 1916   He ended by saying:

" Tell our beloved Prime Minister that Jack Cowans
wished him to know this; we are all thinking of him at
the War Office, I can tell you ! I can't bear to hear he is
ill. Give him our love, please/'

I got up and walked down the passage to Henry's
room.

As the doctor had warned me that he was not to be
bothered by letters or conversation, I hesitated after
opening his door:

" Come in," he said, " you don't disturb me."
I found him lying in bed wide-awake, and his room was
dark.